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Celebrating a Legacy
by Ellie Lagarde, editor

Happy 2019 ! On behalf of NUUF's board and
committees, we hope you had a wonderful
holiday season and that this January finds
you refreshed, warm and ready to tackle
whatever is coming your way.
How better to kick off a new year than with
another celebration ? Who'd ever get tired of
cake and alcohol, anyway ? But first, a little
bit of history for you. This year, we celebrate
the 35th anniversary of NUUF's creation. This
is very much an executive decision, as the
congregation's actual beginnings were quite
nebulous : was it born at first brainstorming,
at first potluck, at first by-laws, at first
gathering in an actual church ? Does it matter
? The spirit of NUUF is alive today, and that's
what we want to celebrate.
The winter season is a moment to remember
what we are grateful for. Personally, I am
thankful for the work of those who came
before us, created and sustained this
wonderful little community. In this
newsletter, we will be sharing their stories
and look at how NUUF came to exist. We
looked deep in our archives for little snippets
of life of NUUF in the 80s, 90s and 00s, and
we'll be taking you on a little voyage through
time. Be sure to join us next service, so you
can share your own as well, and be a part of
this ongoing little tapestry we are weaving.
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And of course, cake.
comments, feedback, suggestions for the
newsletter ? contact nuufnews@nuuf.nl

Next Events
3rd Febuary Peacemaking
Service + NUUF Anniversary
March 3rd Environmental Justice
Service
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PREVIOUS AND UPCOMING
Your NUUF Winter Calendar
You are cordially invited !
A celebration for NUUF's 35 year anniversary will take place after our next service on
February the 3rd. After a message from some founding members, we will join together in a
circle for drinks and stories, inspired by the Heathen custom of sumbel.
Think about your favorite NUUF anecdote you'd like to share, why or how you joined, or tell
us how NUUF is important to you. We hope to hear from many friends old and new to
represent the whole history of this fellowship. And there will be cake !!! No lie !

The february service itself will be about Peacemaking and will be led by Ellie Lagarde :
"The 6th Principle of UU states "The goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all". In our
current, chaotic world, this ideal can feel like a long shot at best, and it is easy to become overwhelmed
by all the obstacles in the way. In this service, I'd like to take you on an exploration of what peace means
to you and to us, and what small steps we can take to cast off apathy and work together towards a more
peaceful world, right now and not in the next life. We'll do so, among others, in a fun, creative way by
going back to R.E UU exercises dating back to the peace movement of the 70s, so you can unleash your
inner little peacenik. "
On the 3rd of March we'll have a service on Environmental Justice led by Claire Fitzpatrick. NUUF is
getting very socially active in the beginning of 2019. Isn't it about time ?
Brainstorming is taking place on the possibility of starting a discussion group - a more relaxed, casual
opportunity to talk about spirituality, philosophy, whatever happened during the services, and much
more, in a pub or café over drinks. The first one could take place as early as mid-march, so keep an eye on
our Facebook page !

PREVIOUS AND UPCOMING
What happened at NUUF ?
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November's service was led by Claire Fitzpatrick and Ellie Lagarde, in honor of our ancestors and beloved
departed. It was a smaller, more intimate gathering this time around, which suited the theme very well. First
there was a retelling of a Navajo myth on ancestors, then a discussion around complex family histories and
bringing shadows to the light ; finally we built an ancestor altar together with cherished items, photos and
stories. We heard about resistance fighters, Irish musicians, ancestral traditions, forgotten and unknown
ancestors, and all sorts of warm and wonderful anecdotes. Here's to hoping this
might becomeINSPIRATIONS
somewhat of a
SPIRITUAL
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NUUF tradition.
December's service was a celebration of Chalica, or Principalia, the UU holiday that is centered around the
Seven Principles. We lit a sea of light together, as each in the audience brought a candle to the altar. Then
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individual members shared meaningful quotes,
reflexions and personal
anecdotes
the principles to their lives. For instance, Onno talked about the early Christian treatise, the Didachè, and Cindy
used her violin to express her love and care for the earth. The women's circle had a winter solstice gathering to
celebrate the light, sing pagan carols, and swap books, and the annual carol-singing party at Dallis' became an
epic marathon, singing all the carols through in one book from cover to cover, about seventy five or so I'm told.
What lungs !

In January the service was led by Misha Buitenhuis, on the theme of Darkness at the occasion of the New Moon.
Darkness is often used as a symbol of evil, but that is a very simplistic shorthand. Inspired by Daoist teachings
and Babylonian creation myths, we considered, instead, the importance of the dark as a source of regeneration,
fertility, protection, and fluidity, representing the compassion and openness of the human heart, the parts of
it that are not easily quantifiable or reductible to a machine process. We then had a wonderful, honest
conversation about the parts of us that don't fit in boxes and that have suffered from society trying to do so
for us - whether it be about personality, gender, sexuality, or simply being pushed to follow the crowd.
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NUUF ANNIVERSARY

Celebrating 35 Years of UU in the Netherlands
For NUUF's anniversary this year, one of our oldest members, Bill Britt, looks back on our little congregation's
journey, from humble beginnings to where we are now.

"My wife, Jane, and I first became
aware of UU’s in Nederland around
1981-82 through small ads that
appeared in the International
Herald Tribune. We met in
member’s homes, often in Zeist,
and had potluck lunches.
There were about 10 of us at these gatherings
and we didn’t have any officers or board as I
recall.
About 1983 through the efforts of Jane Greer,
one of our early presidents, we met at a Leiden
University Faculty Meeting house on the
Rapenburg, in Leiden. The services were lay led
and quite varied. There were a number of
young children, including our own, that had RE
in an adjacent room. The parents took turns
with the RE. We had to bring all our own coffee,
tea and cookies with us in crates, to be taken
home again after each service.

"It was at this location that Leonora
Montgomery helped us to organize the
fellowship that became the Netherlands
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in 1983.The
woven altar cloth we use is a gift from Leonora’s
UU church in the US. Our newsletter, The
Pilgrim, came into being.
In the mid 1990s the fellowship moved to a
protestant church in Wassenaar, where we met
for 2-3 years. It was a beautiful, small church
with a large multipurpose room behind the
sanctuary where we held RE and our coffee
time. I remember washing up cups with a little
helper named Ian de Jong. The only drawbacks
to using this church was that we had no storage
so that we lugged crates of hymnals and RE
materials to and from each service. We also had
poor public transport, making the services
inaccessible to some.
In the summer of 1998 a group of NUUFers
formed a search committee and discovered the
Keizersgrachtkerk in Amsterdam. The was a
wonderful choice, as we had storage facility, a
lovely meeting area with garden view and were
centrally located for interested newcomers.
Many of our families were based in Amsterdam
at the time. The fellowship was blessed with
many talented musicians then, as now! 20 years
later, we are still a thriving and growing
fellowship, serving the expat and Dutch
communities." - Bill Britt

NUUF ANNIVERSARY

Celebrating 35 Years of UU in the Netherlands
Early History of the Netherlands UU Fellowship - As recalled by Rev. Leonora Montgomery,
Founding Minister
"My daughter Cathy Tinsley and her family were
living outside Amsterdam at the time and we
couldn’t find a Unitarian Universalist place of
worship. Then at a General Assembly in the
States Charles Van den Broeder made an
announcement about a group in the
Netherlands and I made a connection with the
fellowship. That was I think about 1985. The
Rev. Boekes, Johanna and Richard, were
providing services during that period, also.
They did lovely services for you. I was a
fledgling still preparing for the UU ministry. I
preached and did workshops when I came over
several times a year. We were meeting in The
Hague in the lovely home of Hank and
Caroline Turner—about six families and four
small children.
We decided we needed to look more like a
church and immediately one of our group
found space for a worship room for us in
Wassenaar. By this time I was doing my
internship under Rev. John Wolf in Tulsa.

An elderly member of his church in
Tulsa wove a beautiful pulpit
cloth. I had asked that a tulips be
the motif across the bottom. Now
we were beginning to look like a
church.
But there was a problem. When I
went to his home to pick it up, the
tulips were laying down. Tulips
don’t do that; they stand like
soldiers straight up in a row.

The artist’s perceptive wife said to me, “There’s
a problem with it. What is it?” With shameful
candor I told her and he said, “Oh, that’s OK I’ll
just do it again.” And he did.
I was having a great time with NUUF and you all
were so appreciative. I wanted to do my
internship with you but UUA wouldn’t approve
that because there was no minister to supervise
me. They came up with another plan: If I took a
week’s training in Boston I could qualify as a
New Congregation Organizer.”
In 1996 I took the UUA’s “New Congregation
Training” and we got a grant and for the next
three years I had an official position. You think
my U.S. colleagues weren’t jealous!
We moved in1988 from Wassenaar in the Hague
to Amsterdam—eventually to Kaisersgracht.
Fadel Erian was one of the most eager UUs I
ever dealt with. He worked for an oil company
and was a member of my UU home church in
Houston. When his company moved Fadel to
Amsterdam of course I told him to check in with
the Fellowship. Next year when I showed up
nobody was volunteering to be president of the
church. Fadel had generously let us meet in his
home. He went to the kitchen for something
and we elected him President. He was pleased.
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Celebrating 35 Years of UU in the Netherlands
All was well until you decided a grown up
church had to have By-Laws. He volunteered to
draft them and then told me he didn’t know
how to do it. I said, “Don’t worry. I’ve done By
Laws; I can help you.”
When I showed him a sample, He looked at the
first sentence and said, “Wait a minute…it says
here we are a ‘religious association’. “ Thirty
minutes later in the next line he questioned the
title Denominational Affiliation. He was not at
all sure that’s what we were. Thirty minutes
later, I lost my cool and said, “Fadel! We have
four pages to go on this and the real decisions
lie ahead. Lets get ON with it!”
I never again volunteered to help someone
draft By-Laws..

All I can tell you is that some of
the best memories of my
ministry were with the
Netherlands UU Fellowship. And
I’m so proud of what you, with
the help of Bill and Jane Britt
from the very beginning, have
made of yourself.

Affectionately,
Leonora Montgomery
( I’ll be 96 in a few
weeks.)
Dec. 31, 2018

A vivid memory from the beginnings of NUUF,
by Brenda de Jong

"I joined NUUF in 1993, after moving from
Chicago. In those days, we met in Leiden at the
International House at the university. It was a
smallish room, but big enough for us.

Mascha Stom was a NUUF member.
A retired prima ballerina of
considerable fame and great
beauty, she often attended church
in those days.
Mascha was, at that time, about 67 years old,
but she was still, in every fiber of her being, a
star, and her entrances and exits were always
impeccable.On this day, I was struck, as always,
by her perfect features, her de rigueur ballerina
bun, and her elegant costume. She was dressed
head to toe in what I can best describe as creme
de la creme. The hue was somewhere between
heavy cream and spun gold. The ensemble
included a floor length vest with fur trim.
Mascha glowed quietly as she took her seat.
And that's when I noticed the cat. Her cat was
on her lap. It's long, soft fur was such a good
match for her costume that I hadn't even
noticed it until then. She and the cat sat, poised
and harmonious, though the entire service. I
wondered if she had dressed to match the cat,
but I dared not ask her."
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Celebrating 35 Years of UU in the Netherlands
A perspective on the beginnings of NUUF from the 25th anniversary "Collection of Recollections", by Jane Greer

"I remember the day I discovered UU. I walked into the
front office of Webster University, my employer of 11
years, and found a pamphlet. After reading it, I had a
feeling of perfect alignment with the universe, like all
parts of my body were connected by a thread extanding
above my head and running out from under my feet. It's
a rare moment ; one often described as an 'aha'
moment.
So I went to a service held at the International Center in
Leiden.

While I don't remember the service, I
do remember that the Fellowship
president called me the same day to
ask if I wanted to be vice president. I
declined.
Since then I've learned that it's not uncommon. A visitor who shows more than passing interest at
coffee hour might come home with a church office in addition to the other material traditionally
accumulated at a first visit.
It took me a while to understand UU. But I had wonderful teachers at NUUF. I learned most of all
by doing. Because it's a small group, I had a chance to do almost everything. (...)
In talking with many UUs as part of my job [at UUA for the magazine UU World after leaving
Holland] I've gained a tremendous respect for the work done by groups like NUUF. I remember
hearing from different people who returned to the US after living in Holland that they missed the
Fellowship - that nothing else was quite as good. At the time I found this hard to believe/ How
could you not absolutely wallow in church life with fulltime paid ministers, pre-existing
committees, a large enough congregation that things would still happen if you didn't show up,
and institutional support from the UUA ? But I've come since to understand this point of view.
NUUF is special because it's the collective hearbeat of its members. It lives because of the love
and will of its congregants - a tenacious group who in their beliefs and unbeliefs are the
embodiment of liberal religion. It lives in the person who sets up the chairs, and plays the piano.
It lives in the person who doesn't want to hear about God in the sermon. It lives in the person who
worries about whether you can ask for specific amounts of money in the annual pledge drive. And
the fact that it's now 25 [35!] years old is testimony to this life force."
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Celebrating 35 Years of UU in the Netherlands
In the little papers of NUUF's cupboard - looking back on old services, newsletters, and announcements - opens up a
window on the past, a more innocent time when the possible impeachment of Bill Clinton looked like an earthquake
in American politics. Sigh...we don't really miss having to write everything with typewriters, though, don't we ?

NUUF
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SEASONAL INSPIRATIONS
Winter Theme : Legacy

from 'Voices from the Margins, an Anthology of Meditations',
by Jacqui James and Mark Morrison-Reed (UU Ministers)

'Our Work is Not Yet Done' by Peter Morales
"O, Spirit of Life and Love that lives within us and among us,
be with us now. Help us take our history into our hearts as well
as our minds. Open us, so that we can feel our past live in us - the joy, the
disappointment, the passion, the pain, the hope. Let the past, all of it, live in the core of
our being.
Let us be humble. Let us be honest. Help us to take instruction
from our past. And let us also be inspired. But more than anything, let us feel your spirit,
the spirit of deep compassion, here among us this very moment.
O Spirit of Love and Life, help us to know, truly know, that we are your people, bound
together by our collective memory and, more importantly, by our shared aspirations. We
are not perfect. We mess up. Sometimes we talk too much. Yet we are drawn together by
what we love, by what we hold sacred and by a vision of what we may yet create
together.
Finally, tender and gentle Spirit, guide us. Inspire us. Embolden us. For our work, your
work, O Spirit, is not yet done."

Montly Global Chalice Lighting
by Anonymous, Unitarian Universalist Association America
We honor the time of darkness that we descend into whether of season or soul. May we find time of
quiet reflection and of joyous celebration. We bring stories, traditions, and rituals with us from our
diverse lives. We are people of faith with many beliefs. We fill the darkness with lights of many
faiths. These lights warm us, illuminate the night and become symbols of hope for the future. We
celebrate the lights that are kindled in the darkness. We pause in the darkness to celebrate the
light within all our traditions. We come together to rejoice with each other as family, friends, and
community. It is in bringing light to the darkness we are united and find companionship. May the
light we share be with us in days of darkness. May the candles we burn remind us that we are not
alone. May they light our way back into the light and warm our hearts with hope for tomorrow and
gratefulness for today.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Return of the Committees
We are very happy to say that several volunteers have joined our new and old
committees already. Welcoming (welcome@nuuf.nl), Hospitality (helpers@nuuf.nl)
and Environmental Justice (social-action@nuuf.nl) are still looking for people. There
might be a discussion group starting soon, so don't hesitate to weigh in about
time/place/topics in our Facebook group.
Pam Morton has started a choir and you can still sign up :
SEASON'S GREETINGS | 1
"Good morning all! I think most of you know we are starting a choir at NUUF. If you
would like to be part of this musical endeavor, please send me or Brenda an email with
your phone number and indicate if there are times when you cannot rehearse. I was
thinking twice a month rehearsals to begin with - once before or after the monthly
service and one other time - location to be decided. OK. Happy days to all and I hope to
hear from you."
pkmorton46@gmail.com
brendadejong@englishcenter.nl
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Feedback survey
We want to know what you think ! In order to
put together services that give meaning to your
life and keep you coming back, we need know
SPIRITUAL
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what your experience
of previous
services
was.
Do you have some brilliant ideas to make our
community warmer, more involved ? Here's your
occasion to shine :

https://nl.surveymonkey.com/r/TJRK3PB
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MEMBER FOCUS

Giving Asylum in the Bethelkerk
"As I am writing this bit the marathon church service in the Hague for the family
Tamrazyan will have been going on for nearly eight weeks with over 3000 people
attending the church and over 600 ministers from across the country leading worship for
an hour or longer. Press from all over the world has visited. All the hope of making it
possible for the family, who has been in the Netherlands for many years, to stay.
I remember reading about the call for ministers the week before the retreat. That
moment something started to niggle. Is this not something we should support? Is this not
one of the things the Seven Principles encourage us to do? I sent the link to Derek and
together we decided to join in and
we ended signing
ourselves
SEASON'S
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| 1 up, also joined by
Hjalmar. It was a special experience of both attending worship and leading worship as
well. "

COMMUNITY NEWS | 2

"When I started sharing with family and friends around me that I was choosing to do this
many asked me why. I mean, if the court had decided for these people to leave, was that
fair and just? And what about all the others in this situation? I was even asked if a
religious community should get involved in issues like this, often with something about
INSPIRATIONS
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the separation between church andSPIRITUAL
state mentioned.
It made me realize
though that it
wasn’t just about the Seven Principles, but about something far more basic power that
religious communities have: to give a voice to people whose voice otherwise isn’t heard,
to make sure they are not forgotten. This is not just about the family Tamrazyan, but
about the 400 kids who are similar situations and whose future is so very insecure. That is
for me the very simple reason that I choose to join in. "
- Eva Kortekaas
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